
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND DONATIONS! 

 

Maggie Hillman - costumes, Dani Rowekamp (RR Medical Health Careers) - costumes, 
Judith Konerza - props, Julie Anderson - costumes, 

UND Theatre Department - props, Everett Knudsvig - costumes, 
Greg Infeld, Grand Forks Public Schools Buildings & Grounds, 

The GFPS Printshop, The Empire Arts Center, McFarlane, Inc., Jason Hayes, RMI, Marcus Schuer, 
Billy Saetre, Natasha Thomas, Ken Sherwood 

 
 

A special thank you to all of the "SPArents" and community volunteers 
 that help make our summers happen. Your donation of time and treats,  

and your willingness to volunteer, is greatly appreciated! 
 
 

THANK YOU TO THESE BUSINESSES FOR HELPING TO PROMOTE  
SPA THIS SUMMER OR PROVIDING SERVICES! 

 
 

Dickey's, Italian Moon, Marco's Pizza, The Kegs, Erbert & Gerbert's, Valley Dairy, Hugo's, Super One Foods, 
and all of the businesses that display our posters and table tents! 

 
 

PLEASE… 
To demonstrate respect to performers and other audience members, please turn off your cell 

phones and remain in your seats during the show. 
 

 

Also, no flash photography or videotaping is allowed at the performance.  
 

Thank you, and enjoy the show! 
 

 

Join our email or paper mailing list!  
 

 

 

Both PAPER and EMAIL lists will get a $1.00 coupon for each Red River, GF Central & SPA productions! 
 

Please complete the following form and hand to an usher/box office worker  

OR email this information to allison.peterson@gfschools.org 
 

_______ I would like to be signed up for email ticket announcements ONLY.  
 

_______ I would like be signed up for PAPER mail announcements ONLY. 
 

_______ I would like to receive BOTH email and paper announcements. 
 

 

NAME:______________ _________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
EMAIL: 

 

THE GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

2015 SUMMER PERFORMING ARTS 

COMPANY PRESENTS: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red River High School Performance Hall 

July 24, 25, 27, 28 at 7pm and July 26 at 4pm 



SPA 2015 STAFF 
(The number in parentheses indicates the number of years the employee has worked for SPA.) 

* indicates SPA alumni 
 

Administrative Director:      Dean Opp (28) 
Program Development/Mentoring:    Brad Sherwood (28) 
Operations Director/Student Affairs:  Allison Peterson* (19)   
Technical Director:   Jake Geffre (9) 
Office/Box Office Staff:  Kaylee Scheer* (6), Kirsten Aafedt* (2), Abby Beczkalo* (2), Michelle Manthei* (1),  
   Jen Phelps (1), Emily Hendry* (2) 
Once on This Island Production:  Mike Weber (28), Connie Sherwood (28), Angie Black Erickson* (25),   
   RuthAnn Tuseth (11), Jolly Sherwood (17), Anne Gassmann (1), Ian Sherwood* (4),  
   Karly Ritland* (2) 
Annie Production:      Rich McFarlane (13),  Paul Barta* (11),  Geoff Mercer* (13), Maren Tunseth* (11), 

  Roxanne Gessler (12), Lizzy Syverson* (2), Ben Breidenbach* (2),  
  Adam Giebner* (1) 

Technical Staff:   Lindsay Escobar* (8), Jace Beehler* (7), Jacy Thibert* (5), Kevin Warnke* (1),  
  Spencer Carmichael* (1), Luke Smith* (1), Max Schumacher* (1) 
Vocal Staff:   Maria Williams Kennedy (Vocal Coordinator) (20), Royce Blackburn (5),  
  Dave Henrickson (13), Alyce Stokke (4), Amy Rogers (11), Ian Sherwood* (4), Anne Gassmann (1) 
Costume Staff:   Amy Sanner (12), Cassel Everson (12), Therese Kulas* (2), Anisa Holwerda* (1) 
Class Instructors:   Mike Blake (23), Paul Millette* (3), Chris Berg (3), Abby Schoenborn (2),  Leigha Wallin (2),  
   Amy Sanner (12), Angie Black Erickson* (25), Lindsay Escobar* (8), Cassel Everson (12),  
   Ian Sherwood* (4), Cole Sherwood* (3),  Karly Ritland* (2), Maria Williams Kennedy (20),  
   Dave Henrickson (13) 
MySPA:    Yvonne Kalka (10), Ruth Pederson (6), Jolene Mikkelson (4), Cole Sherwood* (3) 
ELL SPA:     Natasha Thomas* (5), Ian Sherwood* (4), Cole Sherwood* (3) 
Elementary Staff:   Chris Fosse (28), Jamie Toutenhoofd*(16), Cassandra Shaffer (10), Lindsey Wood* (7),  
  Jace Beehler* (7), Daniella Lima* (5), Jacy Thibert* (5), Luke Opp* (4), Therese Kulas* (2),  
  Emily Hendry* (2), Hannah Opp* (1), Abby Schoenborn (2), Hannah Syverson* (1),  
  Elisabeth Hoplin* (1), Anisa Holwerda* (1), Kirsten Aafedt* (2), Abby Beczkalo* (2) 
Middle School Staff:   Rich McFarlane (13), Maren Tunseth* (11), Amy Rogers (11), Paul Barta (11), Ben Breidenbach* (2),  
  Abby Beczkalo* (2), Lizzy Syverson* (2), Kirsten Aafedt* (2), Karly Ritland* (2),  
  Adam Giebner* (1), Allyse Hoge (1),  
Paraeducators:  Brenna Payne, Bridgot Reis Comeau, Abby Schoenborn 

 

SUPER SPA SUPPORTERS 
 

These individuals or organizations have been recognized as being outstanding supporters of the 

Summer Performing Arts program. 
 

1992    Everett  Knudsvig 

1993 Shirley Bostrom 

1994 Glayde Cory 

1995 Gene Durieux 

1996  Duaine Sanden 

1997 Pat  Owens 

1998 Judith  Konerza 

1999 Loree Stenehjem 

2000 Vicki Ericson 

2001 Ron Gruwell 

2002 Grand Forks Herald 

2003 Ken Sherwood 

2004 "THE ANSWER" Program 

2005  Leslie & Patricia Howard 

2006 GF County Commission 

2007 Mark Sanford & Ron Gruwell 

2008 Tim & JoLynn Pribula 

2009 Marilyn  Hagerty 

2010 Don Langlie - Poppler's 

2011 Deb & Greg Nelson 

2012    Tom & Helen Opp 

2013    US Bank 

2014    Dr. Roger and Kim Amundson 

 

 

  
A Musical 

Book and Lyrics By 
LYNN AHRENS 

Music By 
STEPHEN FLAHERTY 

Based Upon The Novel " My Love, My Love " By Rosa Guy" 
Originally Directed and Choreographed on Broadway by Graciela Daniele 

Playwrights Horizons, Inc. Produced ONCE ON THIS ISLAND Off-Broadway 
In 1990 Originally Produced On Broadway By The Shubert Organization, 

Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. 
Suntory International Corporation and James Walsh, In Association 

With Playwrights Horizons 

 

CAST 
Name followed by 2015-16 grade and school      [ ] denotes the number of years senior SPA students have participated in SPA 

Story Tellers: 

Lauren Craig-11-RR                           Gabby Halliday-11-RR                               Landon Swallow-12-GFC [11] 

Calli Medley-11-GFC                         Mackenzie Bucklin-12-RR [4]                    Matt Dunham-12-RR [11] 

Brian Aafedt-11-RR                           Tucker Pearson-12-RR [9] 

 

Little TiMoune ........................................................................................................................................................... Ruby Erickson 

Mama Euralie ....................................................................................................................................... Tiffany Sorenson-12-RR [4] 

Tonton Julian .................................................................................................................................................. Brady Ritland-11-RR 

TiMoune .............................................................................................................................................................. Ella Dostal-11-RR 

Daniel Beauxhomme .................................................................................................................................. Alex Barta-12-GFC [10] 

Armand ........................................................................................................................................................... Seth Cline-12-RR [8] 

Andrea ............................................................................................................................................... Alyssa Amundson-12-RR [10] 

Papa Ge .......................................................................................................................................................... Locutus Lo-12-RR [2] 

Asaka ....................................................................................................................................................... Sydney Skaro-12-RR [10] 

Agwe ..................................................................................................................................................... Jordan Holwerda-12-RR [4] 

Erzulie ..................................................................................................................................................... Victoria Lee-12-SHHS [2] 

 

ENSEMBLE 
 

Michael Anderson-11-RR 

Breeanna Barta-11-RR 

Ryann Barta-11-RR 

Jayda Belker-11-RR 

Jenna Belker-11-RR 

Emily Blacknik-12-RR [5] 

Zach Blevins-11-RR 

Kyra Bostad-12-RR [9] 

Jordan Brucklacher-11-RR 

Tessa Chandler-11-RR 

Parker Combs-12-RR [2] 

Aubrey Connolly-12-RR [2] 

Casey Dingle-12-RR [3] 

Sarah Frazier-11-RR  

Alexis Frericks-11-RR 

Alexis Fulp-12-RR [6] 

Jared Hollingworth-12-RR [4] 

Shealyn Klave-12-RR [11] 

Jacob Klug-11-EGF 

Gracie Lian-11-RR 

Asa Lo-11-RR 

Olivia MacKenzie-10-RR 

Chloe McCarthy-11-RR 

David Moreno-11-RR 

Tommy O'Flannigan-11-RR 

Heather Onstad-11-RR  

Kaitlyn O'Shea-11-EGF  

 

Olivia Otto-12-RR [11] 

Karl Peterson-12-RR [3] 

Max Pickett-11-RR 

Brandon Pinnock-12-RR [7] 

Rebecca Rage-11-RR 

Brinna Richtsmeier-11-RR 

Brooke Rieger-11-RR 

Nic Rolph-12-RR [10] 

Nicole Rothenberger-11-GFC 

Zachary Shereck-12-OOT [1] 

Makayla Scherrer-11-EGF 

Emily Shimpa-11-GFC 

Sydney Warcup-10-RR 

Rebecca Warnke-11-RR 

 
ONCE ON THIS ISLAND 

Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 

421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 
Phone: 212-541-4684 Fax: 212-397-4684 

www.MTIShows.com 



DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
 

 Once On This Island is a musical adaptation of Rosa Guy’s novel My Love, My Love.  Rosa Guy’s novel is an adaptation of The Little 
Mermaid by Hans Christian Anderson.  Guy sets her story on the Island of Haiti, where the two different worlds are not the ocean and the 
land, but the black poor and the French Aristocrats.  These two worlds might as well be land and sea, as they are as different.    
 Guy’s novel is dark.  The girl does not end up with the rich prince.  After all, in real life this would not happen.  The fairy tale 
aspect of the story is inside her head.  Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty put another twist into the story.  They created a story within a 
story.  The story of TiMoune becomes a story of forgiveness, grace and love that must be handed down to our children and our children’s 
children. 
 “Once on this Island is based on the cultural, religious, and racial divisions found in Haiti between the mulatto ruling class and the 
dark skinned, rural peasants.  Our original production in New York was strictly cast along racial lines; however, since the story transcends 
the issue of race, we have supplied specific text alterations to allow greater flexibility in making casting choices while still maintaining the 
core ideas of prejudice and separation of people because of their differences,” say the creators of the show.  As our cast is predominantly 
white, the social caste system of extreme poverty and extreme wealth are the two different worlds.  
 That being said, the girl will not end up with the boy.  The girl will make a bargain with Papa Ge, the god of death.  In the 
beginning of the story, the boy is hurt in a car accident.  She makes a deal.  She trades his life for her own.  At the end of the story, after she 
has been cast out of the grand hotel and is left on the street, death revisits and once again asks for his life.  She holds to her original bargain 
and gives her life so that death will spare him.   
 Ahrens and Flaherty crafted Once on This Island as a story within a story.  The villagers are telling the story to a little girl.  They pass 
it on.  It is a story of forgiveness and grace.  It is a story to tell children.  The child hearing the story says the story of TiMoune is like a tree.  
It is a tree that protects them from the storms and shields them from the sun.  A tree is a symbol of life, which continues.   Forgiveness and 
grace, after all, are eternal.   

Connie Sherwood, Director 

 

NOTES FROM THE GFPS ADMINISTRATION 
 

 As SPA celebrates the 28th year of providing both educational and entertainment excellence, allow me to provide my highest 
commendation for this exceptional program.  From my position as superintendent of Grand Forks Public Schools it has consistently been 
my observation that SPA stands out as an exceptional program which constantly delivers on the promise of our school district's mission 
statement, "...engage learners to develop their maximum potential...."  Through participation in this quality educational program, our 
students are given the opportunity to develop knowledge, skills, and attitudes which will serve them well the rest of their lives.  Our talented 
students, dedicated staff, committed leadership, and supportive volunteers and donors make this program a phenomenal success year after 
year.  Thank you to our community for their continued remarkable support for our students' education and future! 

Dr. Larry P. Nybladh, Superintendent of Schools  
 

**** 
 

I am so excited for our community to see this year's SPA summer performances. It's amazing to me how much time and dedication 
our staff and students commit to providing these wonderful shows for parents and community members. These programs, from elementary, 
middle and high school students, truly show the talented students we are fortunate to work with on a daily basis. I am certain our community 
will agree as well. Enjoy the shows! 

Mr. Jody Thompson, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE SPA ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Each year the SPA program selects a theme for our character education part of the program.  (This summer our theme is "Building 
Communities.")  We have many community partners each summer that support our program, both companies and individuals.  Every 
summer we plan a community service project; this summer we had a food drive.  Also, each summer we look to build community 
relationships between other performing programs with exchange nights or trips to performances.  All of this is part of "Building 
Communities." 

However, the most important part of "Building Communities" is the community of students that the SPA program brings together.  
There are many performing groups within the SPA program that allow a student to "specialize" in one area.  We have a group for 
Elementary, Middle School, and High School SPA.  There are also classes such as dance or drama offered as part of the SPA Academy.   
Grand Cities Children's Choir focuses on vocal performance for younger students, and new this year for older students is the SPA Opera.  
SPA After Hours has classes such as the School of Rock.  The MySPA program is designed especially for students with special needs while 
ELL SPA is for students who are in the English Language Learner program.  Each of these "specialized" groups has a different focus within 
the SPA program, yet they all have the common element of performing.   

SPA as a whole creates a community of performers.  Through shared performances we can see that we are more alike than we are 
different.   

Yes, the Kids of Summer are back!  So to help recognize the community of SPA performers, we are adding something new to the 
presentation of the Body Electric.  Starting this year, we will invite all current or former students from any of the many SPA programs to 
join the cast on stage to sing the Body Electric.  Bringing all these students together on stage is just one way we are working to "Build a 
Community" for our students. 

Dean Opp, SPA Administrative Director 

 

SYNOPSIS 
 

Ti Moune, a peasant girl, rescues a wealthy boy from the other side of the island, Daniel, with whom she falls in love. 
Unbeknownst to Ti Moune, the pompous gods who preside over the island make a bet with one another over which is 
stronger, love or death, the stakes being Ti Moune's life. When she pursues Daniel, who has returned to his people, Ti 
Moune is shunned because of her lowly status. Her determination and capacity to love, though, is not enough to win 
Daniel's heart and Ti Moune pays the ultimate price; but the gods turn Ti Moune into a tree that grows so strong and so 
tall, it breaks the wall that separates the societies and ultimately unites them. - Music Theatre International 

 

MUSICAL NUMBERS/SCENES ACT 1 

Prologue/We Dance ............................................................................................................................................... Storytellers 

One Small Girl .................................................................................... Asaka, Erzulie, Papa Ge, Tonton, Mama, Storytellers 

Waiting For Life .................................................................................................................................. Ti Moune, Storytellers 

And The Gods Heard Her Prayer ......................................................................Asaka, Agwe, Erzulie, Papa Ge, Storytellers 

Rain....................................................................................................................Agwe, Asaka, Erzulie, Papa Ge, Storytellers 

Discovering Daniel .............................................................................................................................. Storytellers, Ti Moune 

Pray ............................................................................................................. Ti Moune, Tonton, Mama, Gatekeeper, Peasants 

Forever Yours .......................................................................................................... Ti Moune, Daniel, Papa Ge, Storytellers 

The Sad Tale Of Beauxhommes ................................ Armand, Madame Armand, Peasant Girl, Beauxhommes, Storytellers 

Ti Moune ........................................................................................................................................ Mama, Tonton, Ti Moune 

Mama Will Provide ................................................................................................................................... Asaka, Storytellers 

There will be a fifteen minute intermission. 

Bottled water $1.00 - available in the lobby at intermission. 
 

MUSICAL NUMBERS/SCENES ACT 2 

Mama Will Provide Reprise ...................................................................................................................... Asaka, Storytellers 

Waiting For Life Reprise ......................................................................................................................................... Ti Moune 

Some Say ............................................................................................................................................. Storytellers, Little Girl 

The Human Heart ..................................................................................................................................... Erzulie, Storytellers 

Pray Reprise ................................................................................................................................................. Gossipers, Father 

Some Girls ..................................................................................................................................................................... Daniel 

The Ball ....................................................................................................................................... Storytellers, Andrea, Daniel 

Ti Moune's Dance ................................................................................................................. Mama, Tonton, Little Ti Moune 

Andrea Sequence ........................................................................................................................................ Andrea, Ti Moune 

Promises/Forever Yours Reprise ............................................................................ Papa Ge, Ti Moune, Erzulie, Storytellers 

Wedding Sequence .................................................................................................................................... Storytellers, Asaka 

A Part Of Us ..................................................................................................... Mama, Little Ti Moune, Tonton, Storytellers 

Why We Tell The Story ............................................................................................................................................ Company 
 

I Sing the Body Electric ....................................................................................................  High School SPA Company 

We would like to invite all SPA alumni to the stage for the "Body Electric"  

for all performances of Once on This Island. 
SPA Mainstage Productions:  

1988 An Evening with Andrew Lloyd Webber (revue) 2001 The Wiz 

1989 Sullivan to Sondheim (revue) 2002 Brigadoon 

1990 Bye, Bye Birdie 2003 South Pacific 

1991 The Music Man 2004 Crazy for You 

1992 The Pirates of Penzance 2005 The Pirates of Penzance 

1993 Oklahoma! 2006 The Music Man 

1994 Guys & Dolls 2007 Les Miserables 

1995 The Robber Bridegroom 2008 Fiddler on the Roof 

1996 Anything Goes 2009 Damn Yankees 

1997 Keep the Faith 2010 Guys & Dolls 

1998 West Side Story 2011 Sweeney Todd 

1999 Oklahoma! 2012 Children of Eden 

2000 Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 2013 Beauty and the Beast 

  2014 Peter Pan 



 

PRODUCTION DIRECTORS AND CREWS 

Directors .................................................................................................................. Connie Sherwood, Jolly Sherwood 

Assistant Directors ............................................................................................................ Karly Ritland, Ian Sherwood 

Choreographer .............................................................................................................................. Angie Black Erickson 

Music Director ............................................................................................................................................ Mike Weber 

Assistant Music Director ......................................................................................................................... Anne Gassman 

Music Assistant ........................................................................................... Cole Sherwood, Parker Combs - 12 RR[2] 

Rehearsal Accompanist ......................................................................................................................... RuthAnn Tuseth 

Technical Director ........................................................................................................................................ Jake Geffre 

Assistant Technical Director ................................................................................................................ Lindsay Escobar 

Technical Staff ......................................................... Jace Beehler, Jacy Thibert, Kevin Warnke, Spencer Carmichael,  

Max Schumacher, Luke Smith 

Lighting Designer ............................................................................................................................................ Dean Opp 

Lights............................................................................................................... Ben Lapp-11-RR, Travis Howe-11-GFC 

Sound................................................................................................................................................. Josh Eggen-10-RR 

Spotlights ............................................................. Ian Mackenzie-10-RR, Adam Uhrich-10-RR, Sam Witucki-11-RR,  

Mohamed Sade Mohamoud-12-RR [1], Momo Fuaad Mohamed-12-RR [1], 

Backstage ..................................................................................................................................... Travis Howe-11-GFC 

Video ......................................................................................................................................................... SPA Students 

Vocal Coaches ......................................................................................... Maria Williams Kennedy, David Henrickson 

Costumes ........................................Amy Sanner, Cassel Everson, Therese Kulas, Anisa Holwerda, Aubrey Connolly 

Ushers/Tickets .................................................................................................................................... Parent Volunteers 

Box Office/House Managers ....................................... Allison Peterson, Kaylee Scheer, Kirsten Aafedt, Abby Beczkalo, 

Michelle Manthei, Emily Hendry, Jen Phelps 

 

PIT MEMBERS 

Conductor .................................................................................................................................................... Mike Weber 

Woodwinds .................................................................................................................................................... Don Craig 

Keyboard ...................................................................................................................... Ruth Ann Tuseth, Geoff Mercer 

Guitar ....................................................................................................................................................... Danny Moffitt 

Bass .......................................................................................................................................................... Jeff Seabloom 

Percussion ..................................................................................................................... Brandon Hettwer, Paul Millette 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to invite all SPA alumni and current SPA students to the stage for the "Body Electric" 
for all performances of Once on This Island. 

 

 

A SPA TRADITION 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Following tonight's curtain call, there will be a final musical number. The rest of the students in the Summer Performing Arts 
Company will join the cast to perform "I Sing the Body Electric." This song has closed all SPA performances for the past 27 
years. This symbolic song ties the entire program together. It has different meanings to different students, but a common 
theme can be found in the literal text. The students are celebrating not only the arts, but their growth in the arts yet to come. 
They will go on to create their own tomorrows as they continue in music and theatre. The song also symbolizes the passing of 
a class. This is the last summer program in which the class of 2016 will be able to participate. This "passing of the tradition" is 
represented by the two soloists selected to sing. Tucker Pearson, a senior, will sing the first verse and then turn the spotlight 
over to ninth-grader Drew Relling, a student new to High School SPA.  

 "And in time we will all be stars." 
Past Body Electric Soloists: 

 

1990 Craig Smyser, Ryan Karels 2002 Chase Burkhart, Devin Levang 

1991 Sam Black, Lana Bollman 2003 Beth Laidlaw, Kirby Black 

1992 Travis Lien, Mike Marcotte 2004 Maren Tunseth, Jace Beehler 

1993 Judy Nyhlen, Jeff Jacobi 2005 Marcus Woodard, Amelia Klaus 

1994 Jamie Cady, Jenni Durieux 2006 James Freestone, Ben Sun 

1995 Ryan Karels, Jill Johnson 2007 Zach Spicer, Jacy Thibert 

1996 Erik Hunter, Casey Koop 2008 Brit Lazur, Ian Sherwood 

1997 Misti Koop, Billy Poehls 2009 Casey Smith, Cole Sherwood 

1998 Abby Lochner, Chase Burkhart 2010 Jenna Spicer, Ben Breidenbach 

1999 Matt Luney, Maren Tunseth 2011 Will Beaton, Kenny Price, Jr 

2000 Tera Kilbride, Lauren Palay 2012 Ryan Schuster, Locutus Lo 

2001 Jason Melin, Molly Kinney 2013 Kirsten Aafedt, Lauren Craig 

  2014 Juliet Wolfe, Anthony Schreier 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 SEASON 

"By offering music and the other arts in the school curriculum we are enriching the lives of the students as 
we endeavor to preserve our culture and our civilization. We are inculcating a sense of discipline and 

respect and channeling energies into forms of self-expression that have a positive, social impact." 
 

-Dave Brubeck, Jazz Musician & Composer 

Tucker Pearson Drew Relling 



 


